OCTOBER 2019

Let’s Get Together!
Registration for Flourishing and ReGen 2020 is now open!
The coming year will mark the 5th annual
Flourishing Pastor’s Retreat, and the 4th
biannual conference wide Regen gathering. For
those who have been a part of these events the
spirit of encouragement and refreshment has
become something to look forward to. Whether
you’ve attended all of these events or if you’ve
never made it, you won’t want to miss 2020’s
events. Here’s a look at what’s coming down the
line from our executive director Matt Hamsher.
Flourishing is the Evana Network’s annual
pastor- spouse retreat. We start and end each
day with a powerful time of worship and have
built in time every afternoon for fellowship, rest,
and renewal. It is an important time for pastors
to build a peer support network, gain some
helpful training and resourcing, and reconnect
with God and their spouse.
Flourishing 2020’s
input will focus on
how the church can
empower, reach,
and relate to youth
and young adults a
part of the Millennial
Generation and
Generation Z (those
born since about
1981). We are especially excited to announce
that we will be joined by Savannah Kimberlin,
Director of Public-Facing Research at the Barna
Group, a visionary research company that has
focused on the intersection of faith and culture
for over thirty years. Savannah was also the cohost of a recent webcast announcing the results
of the Connected Generation study, a joint
partnership between Barna and World Vision-

examining the faith and well-being of young
adults from 25 different countries.
While we do not recommend focusing on one
particular generation at the expense of others
in the church, learning more about Millennials
and Generation Z can help us make sense of
the ways in which cultural and technological
changes have impacted the faith and spiritual
practices of people of all ages today. By
exploring ways the church can promote a
resilient faith in our youth and young adults
capable of withstanding the pressures and
obstacles to faith posed by our current culture,

we will not only empower and encourage
future generations but also discover best
practices for reaching people of all ages today
who are increasingly digitally connected to
others around the world and yet
simultaneously suffering from increased rates
of depression, isolation, and loneliness.
All congregations
in the Evana
Network are
strongly
encouraged to
make it possible for their pastors and spouses
to attend this great event! A congregation can
only grow if their Pastor is growing. Pastors,
make your plans now to join us in Florida in
February for what promises to be a rich and
rewarding time together!

“A congregation can
only grow if their
pastor is growing.”

Our theme verse for ReGen 2020 can be found
in Galatians 5:1—“For freedom Christ has set us
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery.” (ESV) When Paul
wrote these words to the Galatians, they had
already experienced the glorious reality of
knowing God and being known by God, having
been set free from the chains of sin and
oppression that had previously bound them.
And yet, it seems that they were continually
tempted to return to their former ways, falling
back on human traditions and their religious
heritage instead of stepping forward into the
fullness of the freedom that belonged to them
through their salvation in Christ.
At ReGen next summer we will explore the
ways we are personally tempted to trade our
freedom for things that previously bound us—
whether they are addictions, or human
traditions, or our former habits—through
challenging speakers, transformational
worship, and encouraging seminars. We will
also examine how we together as the Evana
Network might be called to throw off the
cultural baggage that so often compromises

our witness to
Jesus Christ
and be set
free to invite
anyone who
shares our
experience of Jesus, our biblical convictions,
and our commitment to a Spirit-led, evangelical
Anabaptist faith and practice to be fully
embraced as our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Although we will have a delegate session after
worship each morning, ReGen is so much more
than a delegate assembly, or even a youth
convention. ReGen this year will have
something for all ages—junior and senior high
youth groups, families with young children, and
adults. Kids convention will be available during
delegate sessions and seminars for infants
through middle school. Don’t wait—register
now to enjoy the early bird rates and plan to
join us at ReGen 2020—don’t miss out on the
blessing God might have in store for you during
this powerful week.

“Don’t miss out on the
blessing God might have
in store for you during
this powerful week.”

REGISTER TODAY!
Flourishing will be held at the Life Enrichment
Center at Fruitland Park, FL February 13-17,
2020. Register before the end of October for
early bird pricing, starting at $329.00 for the
whole week for members or partners of Evana.
ReGen will be held July 2-6, 2020 at Taylor
University in Upland, IN. Register before
December 13 for early bird pricing of $229.00
per person for youth groups, and $249.00 for
adults.
Visit https://evananetwork.org/events for
more information or to register for these
events!

