
	

	

 

For Caleb and Melissa Kaye, God’s calling is leading 
them to Annapolis, MD. Not far from where Caleb 
and Melissa have been serving in full time ministry, 
Caleb as a pastor and Melissa in children’s ministry 
at Capital Christian Fellowship in Lanham, MD. About 
two years ago, they started feeling God leading them 
to something new. “We started feeling like we were 
spending our time with mostly churched people,” 
says Caleb. As he went on to say, there is nothing 
wrong with that, the body of Christ is a beautiful 
thing, but both he and Melissa felt the urge to reach 
a whole group of people they wouldn’t necessarily 
encounter through traditional church ministry. “We 
want to reach the dones and the nones,” Caleb says. 
“There are so many millennials that grew up in the 
church that are just done with it. Now they are 
having kids and their kids don’t know anything about 
the Bible or Jesus.” And it’s these people that Caleb 
and Melissa hope to reach by doing things a bit 
differently. 

Their main focus will be on conversations. Instead 
of the church leading the way for small groups, 
their focus will be on many different small groups 
with a variety of interest points making up the 
church. They hope to connect people around 
discussions and resource groups for everyday life 
things like parenting, finances, and relationships. 

Although the path is becoming more and more 
clear now, this church plant almost didn’t happen. 
Just when they were starting the process Caleb’s 
mom was diagnosed with cancer. In the middle of 
her battle, Caleb’s father became ill and passed 
away rather suddenly, leaving Caleb and Melissa 
feeling overwhelmed with the death around 
them.                                                                                

But during this period, it was one night at the 
dinner table when Caleb and Melissa realized 
even though there was death around them, “this 
thing was not dead,” said Caleb. “We sort of kicked 
the tires and said let’s do this thing and kicked it 
into high gear.” Right now they have                           

                                                                             

finished a 
church plant 
assessment 
process with 
an 
organization 
called Stadia, 
a resource 
and launch 
support for 
church plants 
across the 

country. They will begin in January and start their 
church called Revive nine months after that. 

A few hundred miles west, a church plant veteran 
and his wife and daughter are on a journey to 
plant a church in Cincinnati, OH. Although the city 
will be new for them, church planting is not. Years 
ago, Chet and Holly Miller-Eshelman were 
missionaries in Colombia when they heard the 
very distinct call to return to the states and start a 
church plant in rural Ohio. “It was the first and 
only time I’ve heard the audible voice of God,” 
says Chet. “When it’s that clear, you obey it.” And 
so in 2007, they started LifeBridge Community 
Church. For years now the church has been a 
strong established congregation. This time 
around, Chet and Holly feel the Lord not 
necessarily commanding as much as giving them 
the freedom to begin something new in a more 
urban setting. As Chet says, at this stage in their 
life, he feels God releasing him to join with what 
He is already doing. Chet feels strongly that 
Cincinnati is where God is directing them to go. “I 
spent time prayer-walking two other cities in 
Ohio,” says Chet, “and they are great cities.” 
However, Chet never felt God giving him the 
green light in either city. It wasn’t until after 
visiting his son in Cincinnati when he was awake 
praying in the middle of the night. It was in this 
time of prayer that God nudged him to look up 
Cincinnati. His wife similarly sensed God stirring 
things. She came down the steps early that  
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morning and 
said, “You’ve 
been looking at 
Cincinnati, 
haven’t you?” 
And so the 
journey began. 
Although 
they’ve done 
this kind of 
work before, it 

doesn’t make it any easier. “We are starting a 
parachuting church plant,” says Chet. “The riskiest 
kind, 90% of them fail. We are starting from 
scratch, no building, no budget, no people, 
besides the three of us.” Right now Chet’s daily 
prayer is that a few people will feel the call and 
join with them. They have their sights set on one 
particular neighborhood for it’s specific 
demographics. It’s important to have diversity 
within the church in many different ways whether 
race, ethnicity, age, or class. As Chet puts it, “we 
want the mix on every aspect.” 

Both of these couples stressed how much they 
need prayer. Not just lip-service, but people who 
really want to partner with them by praying for 
them and their churches. “Prayer is paramount.” 
Chet says. “This will fail without God being at the 
center.” And although he says he will be glad 
when all their financial support comes in, “far 
more important than that is prayer.” Caleb and 
Melissa see this as well, “We are looking for 
people to intentionally keep us in prayer as we 
journey through this,” says Caleb. As Chet says, 
“God brings the church.” But as he also said, “the 
fruit is on the limb, and we have to step out.”  

This is true for all of us. We are all called to step 
out and plant the church of Christ wherever we 
are. This looks different for each of us, but we are 
all called, and when we are really living this out 
there is reward in it. As Chet put it, “When you’re 
seeking to transform lives, you get life back!” ~ 

There are more church plants happening right now 
all across our network. If you’d like information 
about getting more involved in these specific 
church plants email Caleb@ReviveFaith.life or  
chet.millereshleman@gmail.com. 

Letter from the Executive Director  

One of the most exciting parts of my job is 
seeing people respond in faith to God’s call on 
their lives. Did you know that there are currently 
almost two dozen people in Evana congregations 
who are exploring some level of calling to 
pastoral or other kinds of ministry? Some are 
taking distance learning classes while others are 
beginning internships and getting some ministry 
experience in their congregation. I believe God is 
raising up new leaders in our midst and for that 
we have reason to praise God. If you know of 
anyone who is considering a call to ministry or 
you believe should consider pastoral ministry, 
please let me know so that we can be a support 
and encouragement to in their discernment of 
God’s call. 

I am personally inspired by the passion of the 
Miller-Eshlemans and the Kayes to share the love 
of God with others, especially those who have 
turned their back on church or who do not have 
a meaningful connection with God or church in 
their lives. They join other church plant and 
church revitalization efforts connected to the 
Evana Network including 2nd Acts in Goshen, 
Indiana, Amazing Grace Ministries in Beach City, 
Ohio, Garden City Church in Richmond, Virginia, 
and the Southern Illinois Mission Partnership 
(SIMP). Please pray regularly for these emerging 
congregations and for another potential church 
plant in Virginia. If you would like to support the 
church planting through Evana, we have set up a 
specific fund. If you are interested in donating to 
this fund, please contact me. Alternatively, you 
can write a check designated “church plant fund” 
and send it to Evana Network, PO Box 33, 
Millersburg, IN 46543. 

Even if God isn’t calling you into pastoral ministry 
or church planting, this doesn’t let you off the 
hook! I believe that each of us should take time 
to discern our own personal calling—where is 
God calling you to serve God’s kingdom whether 
it is in big or small ways?         ~Matt Hamsher 

                                                     

 


