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You may not know it, but Evana currently partners
with 13 different strategic partner organizations,
whether it be schools, camps, or mission agencies.
All of these partners have a common heart with us
at Evana and we value the relationships we have
with them. Recently, three more organizations have
been approved as strategic partners and we are so
excited to share what God is doing through these
very different, but all spiritually impactful entities.

Branches Worldwide was birthed in 2017 out
of the realization that there might be better
ways to impact entire communities for Christ. A
seasoned businessman, Brian Miller had the
thought that a more effective ways to spread the
gospel would be through business relationships.
And so Branches Worldwide was born.
Their mission is simple: to find 30 young leaders
around the world in 30 different countries and
mentor and partner with them for 30 years.
Although 30 years seems like a long time to pour
into one person, the potential to reach others is
exponential because the leaders they look to
mentor are business people as well as Christfollowers with a built-in means to affect positive
change on their communities. “There are ways
to speed up the transformation in a
community,” Branches’ Executive Director Dan
Owolabi says. “You can give people dignity,
empowerment, and spiritually impact them
when you pair them with a Christian leader who
leads with the example of their life.” The
organization is currently looking for these 30
leaders right now, people that they can pour
into who will in turn pour into their local
communities in far corners of the earth in ways
we couldn’t. Branches Worldwide will support
these specific leaders in a variety of ways.

As Owolabi says, “We want to empower young
leaders who love Jesus, love their community
and their business. We do this with tools such as
micro-loans, mentoring, and a faith-based
leadership development curriculum.”
Branches Worldwide is excited about their new
partnership with Evana. As Owolabi says of
growing up in a Mennonite community “There is
a rich history of integrating faith and work and
showing faith through your work. And I see a
rich history of missions as well as a deep cultural
sensitivity.” All of these highly valued and vital to
the mission of Branches Worldwide.
Not only is Branches Worldwide looking for their
30 young leaders, they are also looking for
mentors; business professionals who also love
Jesus and have a heart to teach the next
generation. “There are a lot of people that are
approaching retirement and have accumulated
a lot of experience and wisdom and are not
ready to hang it up or be put out to pasture,”
says Owolabi. Those are the types of people
Branches Worldwide needs to mentor their
young leaders. Visit Branchesworldwide.org for
more.
~Continued on page 2

Another organization serving a more localized
community is AmpliFriday, a gathering for

Choice Books has served many communities
across the country for years, providing faith-

teens started by Isaac and Krystal Bartholomew.
Isaac and Krystal have always wanted their
home to be a place where their kids’ friends

based reading material for sale in a thousand
different locations. We are excited to partner
with the work they do bringing inspirational

could come and be welcomed and loved. Even
though their boys are both not yet four-years
old, they dreamed of one day welcoming their

and family-friendly material to the marketplace.

teenaged friends into their home. When they
moved back to the Kidron/AppleCreek, Ohio

Heather Johns resigns as Prayer
Ministry leader

area they felt God impressing it upon their
hearts to not wait until their boys were in high
school but start now. So in June of 2018, they
kicked off AmpliFriday, inviting any teenager
who wanted a place just to hangout to their
home. Since the start, their vision has been to
provide a safe place where kids could come and
have fun together, build community, and meet
Jesus. The goal was never to replace any church
or youth group, but to come alongside local
churches. Their heart is to be an inviting place
for any high-schooler to come regardless of
church background. “When we started we
identified six students that we already had a
relationship with,” Krystal shared. “Since then,
the group has grown, and we have had students
join us that would never step foot in a church.”
Over the last year and a half, the vision has
grown. The evenings have taken on more
structure, always with food, games or activities,
a time of sharing, and praying over them. “The
evenings are free to attend,” Isaac says. “We
don’t want money to be the reason someone
doesn’t come.” Isaac and Krystal, along with their
co-leaders, Nathan and Sandra Ramer, are
excited for AmpliFriday to officially be under the
umbrella of the Evana Network and to work
alongside local Evana churches. Visit
Facebook.com/amplifridayohio.
Thirdly, Evana is now strategically partnered
with Choice Books Great Lakes.

Visit Choicebooks.org for more.

Heather Johns has resigned
from her role within Evana as
prayer team leader to focus
more attention on her family
and serving her local church
body. “Life circumstances
have shifted our family out of
a local Mennonite community,” she says, much
to her dismay. “Someone else better connected
to a local Mennonite community would be
better suited for the position.”
We are reluctant to see her go, but we are so
appreciative of the years of service she has
given to the Evana community. If you have
attended any Regen or Flourishing event you
would have witnessed the prayer ministry in
action. We the Evana body, are so grateful for
their care and service, and without a doubt, the
eternal impact they make. We want to
acknowledge Heather and her part in leading
this group of ministers since the inception of
Evana in 2015.
“I am grateful for the time together with the
Evana community and how meaningful it’s been
to my life personally,” Heather says. “At a time
when home was shifting for me, both in
ministry and community, I found a home in
Evana. I want to bless Evana and express how
encouraged I am about the work that Evana is
doing.” We are sad to see her go, but we wish
her well in the next season of life!~

