
	

	

 

 

It was recently announced that Pastor 
Tyler Hartford would fill the new position 
as Director of Church Leadership and 
Communication at Evana. We are thrilled 
to welcome him on board and to see how 
God is going to use him in this new role. 
Here’s a little more about our newest 
Evana staff member and the journey 
that has brought him thus far.   

 
Unlike some, Harford’s planned trajectory 
didn’t start out with the aim of fulltime 
ministry. His longtime goal was to 
someday be the director of a performing 
arts center, but as he puts it, “God has a 
comical way of answering prayers.” And 
after working for years in the art world as 
a freelance designer and in various roles 
with the Toledo Symphony, he enrolled in 
seminary. “In all these places the Lord 
gave me experiences to be a pastor,” 
Hartford says. “The church has to 
understand communication mediums. To 
me it may seem like a weird path, but to 
God it is a straight path. It’s created a 
different flavor of ministry.”   

 
The year he graduated, he accepted the 
role of associate pastor at Pleasant View 
Church (PV) and he and his wife Genessa 
and their then two children moved to 
Goshen, IN. Fast-forward fourteen years 
and Tyler’s family has expanded to nine 
and he has been the lead pastor of PV for 
seven years.  

 
 

Hartford speaks very fondly of his time at 
the church. “I love my church. They really 
treated my family about the best I could 
ever think of someone treating a pastor’s 
wife and kids.” 
 

 
 
He also speaks of how much his time 
there aided his personal development. 
“PV allowed me to fully function in every 
area of ministry I wanted to minister in,” 
he says, “Serving alongside a long term 
pastor was like being mentored, while he 
allowed me to work on my own. They 
[the church] invested a lot of time and 
money in my own personal growth.”  
 
Hartford’s passion for the larger regional, 
national, and global Church was also 
cultivated over the last fourteen years 
while serving as a pastor.  
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He was blessed with a congregation that 
gave him the freedom to relate in those 
spheres through travel and ministry 
outside of the church walls.  Though 
Hartford is sad to say goodbye to his role 
as a congregational pastor, he is 
convinced God was pointing him to this 
next chapter at Evana.  
 
“I find that my heart beats the strongest 
when I am sitting with pastors and lay 
leaders talking about the church and 
how we can be more on mission. I love 
resourcing and learning from people 
within their unique settings.” He is 
thrilled to work with an organization with 
a mission that he believes will only 
become more and more relevant in the 
coming days. “I think that our current 
American Christian culture is ripe for the 
Anabaptist message, which values adult 
confession of faith in Jesus Christ, life 
transformation via the Holy Spirit, and 
the valuing of all life through the Father’s 
eyes.” 
 
Hartford’s role at Evana will be two fold, 
as the director of church leadership: 
walking with regional pastors in times of 
transition, conflict, and resourcing for 
missions, and as director of 
communications, working to 
communicate the values of Evana 
through our programing. His tentative 
start date is January 1st. We are excited 
for what God is going to do through Tyler 
and his work with Evana. 
 
 
 

 

Announcements: 
 
REGEN 2021 will be held July 1-5th, 2021. 
Early bird registration ends January 
15th 2021.  
 
Don’t miss out on the lowest prices 
available! To register a group or an 
individual, please visit, 
https://evananetwork.org/event/re-gen-
2021/ 
 
FLOURISHING: Pastors and their spouses 
and lay leaders are all invited to our 
annual retreat in Bradenton, FL. The 
retreat will be held February 11-15, 
2021. Registration is still open, but 
register soon to reserve you spot! 
 
 
 

~Tyler and Genessa Hartford and their seven children 


