
	

 

 

LifeBridge Community Church is an Evana 
partner congregation in Dover, Ohio. Their 
heart to share the good news of Jesus with 
their community can be seen in their thrift 
store, the presence of people from many 
different backgrounds in their church, and 
the development of new ministries like 
Beneath the Shade, which you can read 
about below. Please pray for LifeBridge as 
they search for their next pastor with 
Evana's assistance. 
 
For individuals who struggle with drug and 
alcohol addiction, getting sober is sometimes 
only half the battle. Starting life over with 
completely new friends and new habits brings its 
own unique set of challenges. A good support 
system is paramount, but not always available.  
 
This was the reality Kathy Neal saw in her home 
area of Tuscarawas County, Ohio.  It started when 
Neal became the manager at the thrift store at 
LifeBridge Community Church where she attends. 
Women from Harbor House, a local residential 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation center were 
coming to work at the store to get community 
service hours. The more Neal got to know these 
women the more God gave her a love for them, 
and He put a vision in her heart for something 
bigger.  
 
Then Neal began volunteering at Harbor House, 
and she began to see the need for more 
transitional support for these ladies. Those who 
left the house often had nowhere to go but back 
to old friends and unhealthy environments.  As 
Neal put it, “The program is short term, as many 
are. I learned that 90% don’t have a really safe 
place to go when they get out, except back to an 
abusive relationship or to friends who are using.”  
 

 
 
Neal felt God prompting her to talk to friends Jay 
and Rhonda Yoder about the need. She had them 
over for a meal and shared her vision for a space 
where newly sober woman could come and 
relearn how to navigate life. By the end of the 
meal, Neal turned to Jay and said, “I think we 
need to start this and I think it should be on your 
property.” Neal recalls Jay answering her without 
hesitation, “He said, ‘Yes, we’ve been thinking the 
same thing, and we think you should lead it.’”  
 
So in the summer of 2019, Beneath the Shade 
was born on a 12-acre portion of the Yoder 
property. There was already a house there, 
although somewhat dilapidated. It needed to be 
gutted and rebuilt for the ministry house. 
Members from LifeBridge Community Church 
and Dover United Methodist, along with the 
Yoder’s children, worked to give the home new 
life, just as Neal hoped to be able to do for the 
women who would inhabit it.  
 
Today the house has been transformed into a 
beautiful living space that will house up to five 
women at a time. Neal will serve as manager of 
the house for now and director of the program. 
The women will be required to be clean for at 
least three months before being admitted to the 
program.  
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They will also have specific tasks and 
requirements while living there, such as finding a 
job outside of the house, cooking, doing chores 
around the property, exercising routinely, and 
most importantly working through various Christ-
centered curricula. “I believe that a relationship 
with God is what will truly keep them sober,” Neal 
says. She also says she wants the women to 
“have an idea of what it looks like to be a whole 
person.” Neal is creating the entire program 
herself. “I wanted a longer term more structured 
program.” The program will last anywhere from 
12-18 months depending on the individual. 
 
The name Beneath the Shade comes from Psalm 
121: 5. “The Lord watches over you, the Lord is 
your shade at your right hand.” 
Neal hopes it will be just that – a place of 
protection and safety so these women can focus 
on rebuilding their lives.  
 
Beneath the Shade plans to open early fall 2021 
and will rely primarily on donations. If you would 
like to partner with them in prayer, or to know 
more about the ministry, you can find them on 
Facebook or email 
beneaththeshade121@gmail.com.  If you would 
like to contribute financially you can send a check 
to LifeBridge Community Church 301 N. Wooster 
Avenue Dover, OH 44622. Or give online at 
https://donorbox.org/start-up-costs-3  
 
 
Evana’s Foster Care Initiatives 
 
The church is God’s foster care system. Taking 
care of the vulnerable children in our 
communities is not an option. It’s a mandate. 
(James 1:27 “Religion that God our Father accepts 
as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and windows in their distress...”) As a network, 
we are supporting churches interested in getting 
involved with their local child welfare system. 
There are many ways for a church to develop a 
foster care support initiative. Multiple churches 
have begun developing foster care initiatives. 
Here is an example of the first 12 months of a 
foster care initiative in one church we have 
worked with: 
 

Months 1-4: Prayer, Learning, Strategy, & 
Team Development 
 

• Conduct a local asset and needs 
assessment of the local child welfare 
system. 

• Build a core leadership team. 
• Create an initial strategy for the support 

initiative.  
 

Months 5-7: Introduce the Vision 
 

• Cast a vision and hold initial inquiry 
meetings with interested members.  
 

Note: this church extended 2 primary 
opportunities: 1) Become a licensed foster home. 
2) Serve on a family support team. They sought to 
have 4-5 people as a “support team” for each 
licensed foster family.  
 
Months 7-12: Launch the initiative  
 

• Help families navigate the licensing 
process. 

• Build support teams around foster 
families. 

• Develop additional resources for foster 
families. 
 

Leaders interested in exploring a foster care 
support initiative can schedule a call with our 
director of church development Wes Furlong 
(wes@evananetwork.org). 
 

 
Announcements: 
 
REGEN 2021 will be held July 1-5th, 2021. 
Early bird registration ends January 15th 

2021. Don’t miss out on the lowest prices 
available!  
FLOURISHING: Our leadership retreat will be 
held February 11-15, 2021. Registration is 
still open, but register soon to reserve you 
spot!  
 
***To register for either event visit our 
website: https://evananetwork.org/event/ 


