
	

 

 

In just a couple weeks, the year 2020 will 
draw to a close and few will be upset that it 
is finally over. Over 67 million coronavirus 
cases and 1.54 million deaths worldwide. 
Racial injustice and prejudice. A particularly 
bitter and divisive election season. A 
struggling economy with unemployment 
peaking at 14.7% in April. A record hurricane 
season. Wildfires. It’s enough to make one 
wonder if 2020 is possibly the worst year 
ever. 
 
Yet we so easily forget just how difficult life 
has been in the past. Would you trade this 
year for one during World War II in which 70-
85 million people died while Jews and other 
enemies of the Nazis were sent to 
concentration camps? Or for the Great 
Depression of the 1930s and its economic 
hardships? What about the bone-crushing, 
soul-numbing slavery experienced by the 
children of Israel in Egypt? Or the destruction 
of Jerusalem and its temple by Babylon when 
God’s people were defeated, without a land, 
and who seemed to have been abandoned 
by their God?  
 
I think Paul Harvey had it right when he 
observed, “In times like these, it is helpful to 
remember that there have always been 
times like these.” Or as Ecclesiastes 1:9 puts 
it, “there is nothing new under the sun.” It is 
helpful to remember these things so that we 
do not overestimate the challenges that we 
are currently facing and lose hope in the face 
of them. We also need to remember that 
God has acted to bring deliverance out of 
times that were even darker than the one we 
face today.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have hope because God led the Israelites 
out of slavery in Egypt. We have hope 
because of God’s presence with God’s people 
even in exile. And we have hope because 
God sent his only Son so that the world 
might be saved through Him (John 3:16-17). 
With his death on the cross Jesus sealed our 
pardon from sin, and with his resurrection 
from the grave he defeated death itself. As 1 
Peter 1:3 proclaims, “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, He has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.” 
 
This living hope is different from hope as the 
world understands it. Pastor Jay Y. Kim 
describes the world’s idea of hope as “co-
opted by passivity” and “most often thought 
of as a grown-up version of wishing.” In other 
words, the world hopes for things to get 
better but has no confidence that they will.  
The world’s hope is like buying a lottery 
ticket, little more than wishful thinking. So 
many people naively hope that things can go 
back to being like they were in 2019 without 
acknowledging some of the painful 
brokenness, division, and bitterness that the 
events of 2020 revealed in our hearts and in 
the hearts of our neighbors.                             
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A living hope, however, does not fear death 
nor does it avoid doing the hard thing when 
it is required to demonstrate our love for 
God and our love for our neighbors. Because 
of Jesus’ promise to return, we do not need 
to give in to life’s circumstances or resign 
ourselves to wishful thinking. “[Christian 
hope] doesn’t ignore fear, anxiety, and 
doubt; it confronts them. It holds steady, 
clinging to peace in the midst of chaos. 
Through life’s many treacherous storms—be 
they pandemics, political divisions, social 
unrest, or personal struggle—Christian hope 
is buoyed by something greater that has 
happened and something greater that is 
going to happen again.”1 
 
My prayer for all of us this Christmas season 
is that we may truly be filled with a living 
hope when we remember all that God has 
done for us and all that God has promised to 
do for us. When we remember how Jesus 
was born in a manger, we also recall God’s 
power and goodness in delivering us from 
sin and despair. May you be blessed as you 
take comfort in remembering all that God 
has done and will do for us.*   ~Matt 
 
 

Announcement 
 
After taking into consideration the current 
high rates of COVID-19 cases and the low 
rate of registration, it is with sad hearts that 
we announce the difficult decision to cancel 
Flourishing 2021. Our pastor and leader 
retreat scheduled for this coming February 
will be postponed until 2022. However, we 
recognize the great need for our pastors to 
take time out for refreshment and we hope 
to plan a more informal worship gathering 

																																																													
1 1 Jay Y. Kim, “Hope Is an Expectant Leap,” Christianity 
Today (November, 2020).  Accessed online at 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/
advent-hope-is-expectant-leap.html. 
 

for those who still want to get together for 
encouragement and relationship-building 
sometime in late February or early March 
and likely to be held in the 
Middlebury/Goshen area of Indiana. Our 
hope is to offer a chance to worship together 
in a safe, socially-distanced environment for 
those who have been looking forward to a 
time of retreat. There would be no cost to 
attend, but participants would be 
responsible for their own food and lodging. 
We are looking into reserving a block of hotel 
rooms at a discounted rate for those who 
are interested. More details will be shared 
next month as they become available. We 
sincerely apologize for the inconvenience 
this might cause in the change of plans and 
ask for grace as we continue to try to be 
good stewards of both our finances and the 
health of our leaders. 
 
 

	

	

 
From all of us at 

Evana we wish you 

Merry 
Christmas and 
Happy New 

Year! 


