
	

 

 

                                                                                          

“My goal is that they may be 
encouraged in heart and united in 
love, so that they may have the full 
riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the 
mystery of God, namely, Christ…” 
Colossians 2:2 
 
I’ve been intrigued by the growing trend of 
sharing a “Word of the Year.” At the start of 
2021, I have heard many of the usual 
words, such as joy, hope, faith, and peace. 
If I were to personally select a 2020 word of 
the year – it was “pivot.” Being of the 
generation that grew up with the show 
Friends, there’s a scene in my mind where 
Ross is working to get a couch up the 
stairs, and he’s shouting “Pivot!” It felt like 
much of 2020 was a series of moving a 
couch up some difficult stairs. Yet, in the 
process of pivoting, many of us learned 
just how nimble we could be. 
 
I believe my 2021 word will be “Connect.” 
After a year of dislocation, with promise of 
more dislocation, I’ve made it a practice to 
celebrate the opportunities and the new 
connections God has forged. We have a 
tremendous opportunity as individuals and 
faith communities to make new life-giving 
connections in this season. 

 
Early in the pandemic, the phrase “social 
distancing” was adopted. This phrasing has 
driven me crazy.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

As a reaction, I’ve made it a point to say 
“Physical Distancing, Social Connection.” 
While I believe there is a cost to this 
physical distancing (a topic for another 
time), there is a huge opportunity for social 
connection.  We are in a season where we  
are evaluating relationships like never 
before. We are asking hard questions 
about what does community with others 
look like? What does it mean to have a 
relationship with God when faith 
communities don’t meet in their Sunday 
“Big Event”? What does connection look like 
on a small group level? How do we interact 
with loved ones who are quarantined in 
hospitals, nursing homes and even their 
own homes? I’m sure you can add your 
own questions. 
 
In 2021, my personal dream is to grow my 
connection with God and others by 
deepening existing channels and opening 
up new paths.  For the Evana Network, we 
are working on ways to increase access to 
resources for churches, families and 
individuals and allow more meaningful 
connections for churches and individuals 
to relate back to the Network.  
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Whether a church chooses to engage in 
our Vital Impact Assessment (VIA) or a 
single retiree utilizes our prayer guide, our 
hope is to help facilitate deeper 
connections with God and others.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The founding intent of Evana Network is to 
provide a place of connection that is 
nimble and supportive, while cultivating a 
deep appreciation for outreach and 
discipleship through an Anabaptist 
Christian lens. I truly believe we were 
created for a time like this, where we can 
be a non-anxious and loving presence in a 
fear-full world looking for connection. I 
pray God would guide us into this 
connection with Him and with others in 
2021.     

 
- Tyler Hartford, Director of Church Leadership and 
Communications 
_____________________________________________________	

 

Join Us for Flourishing Lite! 
Pastors and lay leaders, along with 
spouses, are invited to Flourishing Lite, 
“Rest and Renewal,” a time of gathering 
to worship in a physically distanced, yet 
spiritually connecting manner. 

We have seen the heavy burdens placed on our 
pastors and leaders throughout the past year, 
and we want to provide some needed rest and 
connection for our leaders. In lieu of our 
normal Flourishing retreat in FL, we would like 
to provide a time of gathering for input and 
worship for our pastors and church lay leaders 
on a smaller scale. We are providing a three-
day event starting the evening of March 4th 
through March 6th. There will be morning and 
evening worship sessions centered on the 
theme of rest and renewal. We will meet at 
Clinton Frame Church in Goshen, IN. 

The event is 
free! And 
there is no 
registration. 
However, all 
attendees will 
be 

responsible to organize their own lodging and 
meals. We will be offering a block of rooms at 
the Essenhaus Inn in Middlebury, IN as 
possible lodging, for reservations call: 574-825-
9471, ask for Erin Nafzinger under the Evana 
group. Rates are $75/room. The sessions 
themselves will be somewhat socially distanced 
but we invite our leaders to connect with 
others outside the sessions, as they are 
comfortable. There will also be space provided 
for connection and conversation. We look 
forward to seeing you there! For more info 
visit: evananetwork.org/event/flourishing-lite/	

 
“We have a tremendous 
opportunity as individuals 
and faith communities to 
make new life-giving 
connections in this 
season.” 

	


