FEBRUARY 2021

New Beginnings
There’s a lot of exciting change happening
across our network. At least five church
bodies welcomed new pastors in the last
year. We celebrate with these faith
families and look forward to what the
new chapters will bring. Here’s a rundown
of new pastors and what they had to say
about their vision going forward.
•

•

“In 2021, we believe it’s time to ‘Time to Build!’
Build the People, Build a People of Prayer,
Build Outreach through Evangelism &
Discipleship (Isa 42:6-7)” – Randy and Larissa
Willard

Jeff Bargerstock was installed at LEAF
(Longenecker Evangelical Anabaptist
Fellowship), Dundee, OH on November 15,
2020.
“We at Longenecker are looking forward to
2021 as a season of ‘new beginnings.’ Not only
is this a new vocation for me, but the church is
adjusting to having a new pastor. Nehemiah is
where we are focusing our studies right now to
learn how we can begin again and how to deal
with integrating the old with the new! We as a
church family are looking forward to moving
into this season with the anticipation that God
has some exciting things in store for us if we
remain faithful in our service to Him.” - Jeff
Bargerstock

•

Jason Ramer started at Olive Mennonite,
Elkhart, IN on May 1, 2020. Ramer
transitioned from Youth Pastor at Yellow
Creek Mennonite Church, Wakarusa, IN
“My hope for 2021 is that we shift from feeling
stuck, or shut down, and see where God
continues to work and how he wants me
personally, and for our church body as a
whole, to engage with being his compassionate
and loving hands and feet in our community.
As we focus on this, my prayer is that we have
the courage and confidence in His leading us to
step into his plan.” – Jason Ramer

Steve Nelson was installed at Lower Deer
Creek, Kalona, IA, on January 10, 2021.
Nelson transitioned from the associate
pastor role.
“2020 allowed us to slow down and focus on
what is essential in our life as a church. Like
Nehemiah, what a great opportunity God has
given us in 2021 to rebuild the walls as we
worship together, disciple one another, and
expand the Kingdom of God.” – Steve Nelson

•

•

Randy and Larissa Willard were installed
at Marion Christian Fellowship,
Shipshewana, IN, November 1, 2020.
Randy comes from a private business
sector background and Larissa is the
former pastor at Victory Community
Church in Cleveland, OH. Larissa is also
former Board Chair of Evana Network.

On January 31st, Will Douglas was voted in
as lead pastor of Howard Miami in
Kokomo, IN. Douglas is transitioning from
a house church in Laughlin, NV.
“As a pastor/servant, I simply want to partner
with the Howard-Miami fellowship to advance
King Jesus’s Kingdom to Kokomo and the
surrounding communities.” – Will Douglas

•

Mark Snyder was voted in on January 31st
at Pleasant View Church, Goshen, IN. He
is transitioning from Scarsdale
Community Baptist Church, NJ.
~Continued on page 2

`

“God is leading this transition to Pleasant View
in ways I could never have imagined. The church
is poised for growth and my family is excited to
be part of this new chapter.” – Mark Snyder

We rejoice with each of these church bodies
as they celebrate new leadership and new
vision! We can’t wait to see what God has in
store for each of these pastors and their
congregations as they minister in the love of
God.
_______________________________________________

Worship sessions will be somewhat socially

Join Us for Flourish 2021!

provided for connection and conversation.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Pastors and lay leaders, along with
spouses, are invited to Flourish 2021,
“Rest and Renewal,” a time of gathering
to worship in a physically distanced,
yet spiritually connecting manner.
We have seen the heavy burdens placed on
our pastors and leaders throughout the past
year, and we want to provide some needed
rest and connection for leaders. We are
providing a three-day event starting the

distanced but we invite participants to
connect with others outside sessions on their
own comfort level. There will also be space

For more info visit the “Events” page at
EvanaNetwork.org

ReGen Early Bird
Registration
Sign up by Feb 15 and save on all Public and
Member registrations! Our fourth national
gathering will take place July 1-5, 2021 at
Taylor University (Upland, IN). We'll be

evening of March 4th through March 6th. We’ll
host the morning and evening worship
sessions at Clinton Frame Church (Goshen,

celebrating what Jesus has been doing, and
anticipating His "new wine" in the season
ahead. Rates are as follows:

IN). Session leaders will include Pastor Andi
Santoso, former General Secretary of GKMI
(Indonesia web & wiki) and Bill Frisbie, global

Public Early bird: Adult: $259 + $70 base fee,
Youth Group: $229 +35 base fee, Elementary

LeaderCare Team Leader of LeaderSource
SGA (along with his wife, Carol).
This is a free event with no registration.
However, all attendees will be responsible to
organize their own lodging and meals. We
have set aside a block of reduced rate rooms
at the Essenhaus Inn (Middlebury, IN) at $75 a
room. For reservations call 574-825-9471 and
ask for Erin Nafzinger under the Evana
Network group.

kids $179, Preschool: $159 + $35 base fee,
infants $0
Member early bird: Adult: $259, Youth
Group: $239, Elementary: $179, Preschool:
$159, Infants $0
Visit www.EvanaNetwork.org "Events" for
more information on how to register. All ages
are welcome. *We also will be monitoring
and following Indiana state guidelines for
COVID-19 measures.

